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PREFATORY  ADVERTISEMENT. 


There  is  prubab.y  no  single  mermen  In  the  -Srglish  language 
which  has  &.cpiired  a  higher  place  ia  the  esteem  of  sound  theo- 
logians and  e  .'angelical  Christians,  than  tnat  which  is  here 
offered  to  the  pub. io.  Alt'ioi.g'i  it  has  always  been  deemed  the 
principal  gem  of  toeaatho^s  works  it  is  not  always  to  be  pro- 
cured in  a  cheap  and  separate  form.  This  was  to  be  regretted, 
as  the  discourse  is  re  less  valuable  for  the  Instruction  and  edi- 
fication of  private  rvmbcre  of  tb3  Cturch,  than  admirable  as 
an  exemplar  for  young  preachers.  Not  only  is  it  happy  in 
style,  but  its  subject  is  the  very  heart  and  life  of  the  Gospel 
system. 

The  Rev.  John  Maclatjkw  was  born  in  Argyllshire,  In 
1693.  He  was  the  eldest  of  three  brothers;  of  whom  the 
youngest,  Colin  Maclaurin,  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent of  British  mathematicians  and  philosophers,  remarkable, 
among  other  services  to  science,  for  the  share  which  he  had  in 
expounding  and  popularizing  the  discoveries  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton.  The  brothers  pursued  their  University  studies  to- 
gether, but  at  an  early  date  diverged  into  their  respective 
paths.  After  a  complete  theological  training,  first  at  Glasgow, 
and  then  at  Leyden,  John  Maclaurin  became,  in  1719,  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Luss,  a  village  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Lomond. 
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*■» 
In  1723,  he  was  transferred  to  the  North-West  parish  of  Glas- 
gow.'' Here  his  preaching,  both  in  English  and  Gaelic,  w.v 
laborious  and  animated ;  and  he  soon  became  distinguished  for 
his  holy  zeal  and  vehemency.  To  Americans,  it  is  interesting 
to  recall  his  warm  and  earnest  correspondence  with  President 
Edwards  and  other  clergymen  of  Massachusetts.  His  bio- 
grapher informs  us  that  Mr  Maclaurin  was  "  the  chief  contriver 
and  promoter  of  the  Concert  for  Prayer,  which  has  been  com- 
plied with  by  numbers  both  in  Great  Britain  and  America." 
He  closed  his  active  and  useful  life  on  the  eighth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1754. 

From  all  the  accounts  which  have  been  preserved,  it  should 
seem  that  Mr,  Maclaurin  was  one  pf  those  favored  instances,  in 
whom  a  well-haJia^cf;d''mifld1,fich^n#Yarled^ifts,*t)ut  exempt 
fromeccentri/'ityAnii  eyferav&ganc<VW£S  lyyJegL'w^th  manful- 
ness  and  operative  energy .(  Tlje  prominent  Qualities  of  his  life 
and  ministry  were  clear  tatell^cY^ojund  <jnjlgment,  great  dili- 
gence, eminent  devotiqn,  fheeilca'n^sb,  modesty,  sobriety,  hos- 
pitality, meekness^  coursge,  and  beneyolevce. ,  "And  in  gene- 
ral," says  good  Dr.  Qillios^  "he  w&$  fo 'freelroid  discernible  fail- 
ings, that  those  who<  were  most  inamatol$r  acquainted  with  him 
may  be  appealed  to,  whether  they  could  ever  observe  any ; 
except  that  in  the  decline  of  life  he  sometimes  grew  too  warm 
in  expressing  his  honest  zeal." 

Those  who  read  the  sermon  which  follows,  will  not  scruple 
to  place  Maclaurin  among  the  greatest  of  preachers.  Sel- 
dom has  the  most  common  of  all  pulpit  topics  been  handled 
with  such  novelty  of  thought  and  impressiveness  of  representa- 
tion ;  never,  we  suppose,  was  a  more  varied  abundance  of  truth 
compressed  within  the  same  compass.  Without  an  approach 
to  undue  amplification,  the  argument  is  perspicuous  to  com- 
mon minds,  while  at  the  same  time  it  kindles  into  a  high 
and  absorbing  eloquence.  The  discourse  may  be  cited  as  an 
example  of  the  rule,  that  the  greatest  effects  on  the  heart  are 
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to  be  produced,  not  by  pictures,  flowers,  or  declamatory  bursts, 
but  by  pu^e  doctrinal  truth,  uttered  with  a  heavenly  glow.  If, 
after  several  perusals — and  the  sermon  deserves  many — the 
young  reader  find  his  heart  warmed  with  love,  and  lifted  in 
admiration  of  the  adorable  Redeemer,  who  is  its  grand  subject, 
he  will  not  err  in  ascribing  this  to  the  peculiarly  scriptural  and 
evangelical  quality  of  the  matter,  and  the  corresponding  ardor 
and  tenderness  of  the  manner.  From  first  to  last,  the  tendency 
of  the  performance  is  to  exalt  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

J.  W-  A. 
New-Yokk,  April,  1S56. 


GLORYING  IN  THE  CROSS  OF  CHRIST. 


Galatiaks   6  :  14. 

44  But  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto 
me,  and  I  unto  the  world." 

It  is  an  old  and  useful  observation, 
that  many  of  the  most  excellent  objects 
in  the  world,  are  objects  whose  excellency 
does  not  appear  at  first  view :  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  many  things  of  little  value 
appear  more  excellent  at  first,  than  a 
narrower  view  discovers  them  to  be. 
There  are  some  things  we  admire,  because 
we  do  not  know  them,  and  the  more  we 
know  them  the  less  we  admire  them ;  there 
are  other  things  we  despise  through  igno- 
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ranee,  because  it  requires  pains  and  ap- 
plication, to  discover  their  beauty  and  ex- 
cellency. 

This  holds  true  in  nothing  more  than 
in  that  glorious  despised  object  mention- 
ed in  the  text.  There  is  nothing  the 
world  is  more  divided  about  in  its  opinion, 
than  this.  To  the  one  part  it  is  altogether 
contemptible,  to  the  other  it  is  altogether 
glorious ;  the  one  part  of  the  world  won- 
ders what  attractives  others  find  in  it: 
And  the  other  part  wonders  how  the  rest 
of  the  world  are  so  stupid  as  not  to  see 
them ;  and  are  amazed  at  the  blindness 
of  others,  and  their  own  former  blind- 
ness. 

It  is  said  of  the  famous  reformer  Me- 
lancthon,  when  he  first  saw  the  glory  of 
this  object  at  his  conversion,  he  imagined 
he  could  easily,  by  plain  persuasion,  con- 
vince others  of  it ;  that  the  matter  being 
so  plain  and  the  evidence  so  strong,  he  did 
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not  see  how,  on  a  fair  representation,  any 
could  stand  out  against  it.  But  upon  trial 
he  was  forced  to  express  himself  with  re- 
gret, that  old  Adam  was  too  strong  for 
young  Melancthon,  and  that  human  cor- 
ruption was  too  strong  for  human  per- 
suasion, without  divine  grace. 

The  true  use  we  should  make  of  this,  is 
certainly  to  apply  for  that  enlightening 
grace  to  ourselves,  which  the  Apostle  Paul 
prays  for  in  the  behalf  of  the  Ephesians, 
(Eph.  1  :  17 :)  That  the  God  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  may  give  us  the  spirit  of  wis- 
dom, and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  him. 
But  as  here,  and  in  other  cases,  prayers 
and  means  should  be  joined  together, 
so  one  of  the  principal  means  of  right 
knowledge  of  the  principal  object  of 
our  faith,  and  ground  of  our  hope,  is  to 
meditate  on  the  glory  of  that  object  as- 
serted so  strongly  in  this  text,  and  that, 
by  one  who  formerly  had  as  diminishing 
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thoughts  of  it  as  any  of  its  enemies  can 
have. 

In  the  verses  preceding  the  text,  the 
Apostle  tells  the  Galatians  what  some  false 
teachers  among  them  gloried  in  ;  here  he 
tells  what  he  gloried  in  himself.  They 
gloried  in  the  old  ceremonies  of  the  Jewish 
law,  which  were  bnt  shadows  ;  he  gloried 
in  the  cross  of  Christ,  the  snbstance.  He 
knew  it  was  an  affront  to  the  substance 
to  continue  these  shadows  in  their  former 
force  after  the  substance  itself  appeared ; 
therefore  he  regrets  that  practice  with 
zeal,  and  at  the  same  time  confines  his 
own  glorying  to  that  blessed  object 
which  the  shadows  were  designed  to 
signify.  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory, 
save  in  the  cross  of  Christ,  etc. 

Here  the  Apostle  showeth  us,  both  his 
high  esteem  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  the 
powerful  influence  of  it  upon  his  mind. 
The  cross  of  Christ  signifies  in  Scripture, 
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sometimes  our  sufferings  for  Christ,  some- 
times his  suffering  for  us.  As  the  latter 
is  the  chief  and  most  natural  sense  of  the 
words,  so  there  is  reason  to  think  it  is 
the  sense  of  the  Apostle  here.  This  is  the 
sense  of  the  same  expression  in  the  12th 
verse  of  this  chapter,  which  speaks  of 
persecution  (that  is,  our  suffering)  for  the 
cross  of  Christ,  that  is,  the  doctrine  of 
Christ's  cross ;  besides,  it  is  certain  that 
it  is  not  our  sufferings,  but  Christ's  suffer- 
ings, which  we  are  chiefly  to  glory  in,  to 
the  exclusion  of  other  things ;  and  it  is 
not  the  former  chiefly,  but  the  latter,  that 
mortifies  our  corruptions,  and  crucifies 
the  world  to  us. 

The  cross  of  Christ  may  signify  here, 
not  only  his  death,  but  the  whole  of  his 
humiliation,  or  all  the  sufferings  of  his 
life  and  death ;  of  which  sufferings  the 
cross  was  the  consummation,  The  Apos- 
tle, both  here  and  elsewhere,  mentions 
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the  cross,  to  remind  us  of  the  manner  of 
his  death,  and  to  strengthen  in  our  minds 
those  impressions  which  the  condescen- 
sion of  that  death  had  made  or  ought 
to  have  made  in  them.  That  the 
author  of  liberty  should  suffer  the 
death  of  a  slave  ;  the  fountain  of  honor, 
the  height  of  disgrace ;  that  the  punish- 
ments which  were  wont  to  be  inflicted 
upon  the  meanest  persons  for  the  highest 
offences  should  be  inflicted  on  the  great- 
est person  that  could  suffer;  this  is  the  ob- 
ject that  the  Apostle  gloried  in. 

There  are  not  two  things  more  opposite 
than  glory  and  shame ;  here  the  Apostle 
joins  them  together  ;  the  cross  in  itself  is 
an  object  full  of  shame  ;  in  this  case  it  ap- 
peareth  to  the  Apostle  full  of  glory.  It 
had  been  less  remarkable,  had  he  only  said 
he  gloried  in  his  Kedeemer's  exaltation 
after  he  left  the  world,  or  in  the  glory  he 
had  with  the  Father  before  he  came  to  it, 
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yea,  before  the  world  was ;  but  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Apostle's  glorying  is  the  Ee- 
deemer,  not  only  considered  in  the  high- 
est state  of  honor  and  dignity,  but  even 
viewed  in  the  lowest  circumstances  of 
disgrace  and  ignominy,  not  only  as  a 
powerful  and  exalted,  but  as  a  condemn- 
ed and  crucified  Saviour. 

Glorying  signifies  the  highest  degree 
of  esteem.  The  cross  of  Christ  was  an 
object  of  which  the  Apostle  had  the  most 
exalted  sentiments,  and  the  most  pro- 
found veneration  ;  this  veneration  he  took 
pleasure  to  avow  before  the  world,  and 
was  ready  to  publish  on  all  occasions ; 
this  object  so  occupied  his  heart  and  en- 
grossed his  affections,  that  it  left  no  room 
for  any  thing  else ;  he  gloried  in  nothing 
else ;  and,  as  he  telleth  us  in  other  places, 
he  counted  every  thing  else  but  loss  and 
dung ;  and  would  know  nothing  else,  and 
was  determined  about  it.     (1  Cor.  2  :  2.) 
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The  manner  of  expressing  Lis  esteem 
of  this  object  Las  a  remarkable  force  and 
vehemence  in  it :  God  forbid,  or  let  it  by 
no  means  happen ;  as  if  Le  had  said : 
"God  forbid,  whatever  others  do,  that 
ever  it  should  be  said,  that  Paul,  the  old 
persecutor,  should  glory  in  any  thing  else 
but  in  the  crucrhed  Redeemer ;  who 
plucked  him  as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire, 
when  he  was  running  farther  and  farther 
into  it;  and  who  pursued  him  with  mercy 
and  kindness,  when  he  was  pursuing  him, 
in  his  members,  with  fierceness  and  cruel- 
ty. I  did  it  through  ignorance,  (and  it  is 
only  through  ignorance  that  any  despise 
him ;)  he  has  now  revealed  himself  to  me, 
and  God  forbid  that  the  light  that  met  me 
near  Damascus  should  ever  go  out  of  my 
mind.  It  was  a  light  full  of  glory,  the 
object  it  discovered  was  all  glorious,  my 
all  in  all ;  and  God  forbid  that  I  should 
glory  in.  any  thing  else." 
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His  esteem  of  that  blessed  object  was 
great,  and  its  influence  on  him  proportion- 
able ;  by  it  the  world  was  crucified  to 
him,  and  he  was  crucified  to  the  world  ; 
here  is  a  mutual  crucifixion.  His  esteem 
of  Christ  was  the  cause  why  the  world  de- 
spised him,  and  was  despised  by  him ;  not 
that  the  cross  made  him  hate  the  men  of 
the  world,  or  refuse  the  lawful  enjoy- 
ments of  it.  It  allowed  him  the  use  of  the 
latter,  and  obliged  him  to  love  the  former; 
but  it  crucified  these  corruptions  which 
are  contrary  both  to  the  love  of  our  neigh- 
bor, and  the  true  enjoyment  of  the  crea- 
tures. This  is  called  fighting,  warring, 
wrestling,  and  killing.  The  reason  is, 
because  we  should  look  upon  sin  as  our 
greatest  enemy,  the  greatest  enemy  of 
our  souls,  and  of  the  Saviour  of  our 
souls  ;  this  was  the  view  the  Apostle  had 
of  sin,  and  of  the  corruption  that  is  in 
the  world  through  lust.      (2  Pet.  1  :  4.) 
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He  looked,  upon  it  as  the  murderer  of  his 
Kedeemer,  and  this  inspired  him  with  a 
just  resentment  against  it ;  it  rilled  him 
with  these  blessed  passions  against  it 
mentioned  by  himself,  (2  Cor.  7  :  11,)  as 
the  native  fruits  of  faith  and  repentance, 
zeal,  indignation,  revenge,  that  is,  such 
a  detestation  of  sin  as  was  joined  with 
the  most  careful  watchfulness  against  it 
This  is  that  crucifying  of  the  world 
meant  by  the  Apostle  ;  the  reason  of  the 
expression  is,  because  the  inordinate  love 
of  worldly  things  is  one  of  the  chief 
sources  of  sin ;  the  cross  of  Christ  gave 
such  a  happy  turn  to  the  Apostle's  af- 
fections that  the  world  was  no  more  the 
same  thing  to  him  that  it  was  to  others, 
and  that  it  had  been  formerly  to  himself. 
His  soul  was  sick  of  its  pomp  ;  and  the 
things  he  was  most  fond  of  before  had  now 
lost  their  relish  with  him  ;  its  honors  ap- 
peared now  contemptible,  its  riches  poor, 
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its  pleasures  nauseous ;  its  examples  and 
favors  did  not  allure,  nor  its  hatred  terri- 
fy him.  He  considered  the  love  or  hatred 
of  men,  not  chief! y  as  it  affected  him,  but 
themselves,  by  furthering  or  hindering  the 
success  of  his  doctrine  among  them ;  all 
these  things  may  be  included  in  that 
crucifying  of  the  world  mentioned  in  the 
last  clause  of  the  verse,  but  the  intended 
ground  of  the  discourse  being  the  first 
clause,  the  doctrine  to  be  insisted  on  is 
this: 

11  That  the  cross  of  Christ  affords  sin- 
ners matter  of  glorying  above  all  other 
things ;  yea,  that  it  is  in  a  manner  the 
only  thing  they  should  glory  in.  The 
whole  humiliation  of  Christ,  and  particu- 
larly his  death,  for  the  sake  of  sinners,  is 
an  object  that  has  such  incomparable 
glory  in  it  that  it  becomes  us  to  have  the 
most  honorable  and  exalted  thoughts  of 
it."  As  this  is  evidently  contained  in  the 
2 
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text,  so  it  is  frequently  inculcated  on  us 
in  other  Scriptures,.  (2  Cor.  4  :  6 ;  2  Cor. 
3  :  18  ;  1  Cor.  1 :  19  and  24.)  It  is  plaiD, 
that  when  the  Scriptures  speak  of  the 
glory  of  Grod  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ, 
it  is  meant  chiefly  of  his  glory  in  the  face 
of  Christ  crucified ;  that  is,  in  the  work 
of  redemption  finished  on  the  cross. 

In  discoursing  on  this  subject,  it  will 
be  proper  first  to  consider  briefly,  what 
it  is  to  glory  in  any  object ;  and  then, 
what  ground  of  glorying  we  have  in  this 
blessed  object,  proposed  in  the  text. 

To  glory  in  any  object  includes  these 
two  things  :  first,  a  high  esteem  of  it,  and 
then  some  concern  in  it.  We  do  not 
glory  in  the  things  we  are  interested  in, 
unless  we  esteem  them,  nor  in  the  things 
we  admire  and  esteem,  unless  we  are 
some  way  interested  in  them.  But  al- 
though all  professing  Christians  are  some 
way  concerned  to  glory  in  the  cross  of 
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Christ,  because  of  their  outward  rela 
tion  to  him,  by  their  baptismal  cove- 
nant, and  because  the  blessed  fruits 
of  his  cross  are  both  plainly  revealed 
and  freely  offered  to  them;  yet  it 
is  those  only  who  have  sincerely  em- 
braced these  offers  that  can  truly  glory 
in  that  object.  Yet  what  is  their  privi- 
lege is  the  duty  of  all ;  all  should  be  ex- 
horted to  glory  in  this  object,  and  to 
have  a  high  esteem  of  it,  because  of  its 
excellency  in  itself;  to  fix  their  hearts  on 
it  by  faith,  because  it  is  offered  to  them ; 
to  show  their  esteem  of  it,  by  seeking  an 
interest  in  it ;  and,  having  a  due  esteem 
of  it,  and  obtained  an  interest  in  it,  to 
study  a  frame  of  habitual  triumph  in  it. 
But  the  nature  of  this  happy  frame  of 
mind  is  best  understood  by  considering 
the  glory  of  the  object  of  it. 

The  ancient    prophets,    who   foretell 
Christ's  coming,  appear  transported  with 
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the  view  of  his  glory.  Not  only  the  New 
Testament,  but  also  the  Old,  represents 
the  Messias  as  the  most  remarkable  and 
most  honorable  person  that  ever  appeared 
on  the  stage  of  the  world.  It  speaks  of 
him  as  a  glorious  governor,  a  prince,  a 
king,  a  conqueror ;  besides  other  magni- 
ficent titles  of  the  greatest  dignity ;  show- 
ing that  his  government  should  be  exten- 
sive and  everlasting,  and  that  his  glory 
shall  fill  the  whole  earth.  But,  while 
the  prophets  foretell  his  greatness,  they 
foretell  also  his  meanness;  they  show 
indeed  he  was  to  be  a  glorious  king,  but 
a  king  who  would  be  rejected  and  des- 
pised of  men ;  and  that,  after  all  the  great 
expectation  the  world  would  have  of  him, 
he  was  to  pass  over  the  stage  of  the  world 
disregarded  and  unobserved,  excepting 
as  to  the  malicious  treatment  he  was  to 
meet  with  on  it. 

About  the  time  of  his  coming,  the 
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Jews  were  big  with  hopes  of  him  as  the 
great  deliverer  and  chief  ornament  of 
their  nation.  And  if  history  may  be 
credited,  even  the  heathens  had  a  notion 
about  that  time,  which  possibly  was 
derived  from  the  Jewish  prophecies,  that 
there  was  a  prince  of  unparalleled  glory 
to  rise  in  the  east,  and  even  in  Judea  in 
particular,  who  was  to  found  a  kind  of 
universal  monarchy.  But  their  vain 
hearts,  like  that  of  most  men  in  all  ages, 
were  so  intoxicated  with  the  admiration 
of  worldly  pomp,  that  that  was  the  only 
greatness  they  had  any  notion  or  relish 
of;  this  made  them  form  a  picture  of 
Him,  who  was  the  desire  of  all  nations, 
very  unlike  the  original. 

A  king  which  the  world  admires,  is 
one  of  extensive  power,  with  numerous 
armies,  a  golden  crown  and  sceptre,  a 
throne  of  state,  magnificent  palaces, 
sumptuous  feasts,   many  attendants-  of 
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high  rank,  immense  treasures  to  enrich 
them  with,  and  various  posts  of  honor  to 
prefer  them  to. 

Here  was  the  reverse  of  all  this  :  for  a 
crown  of  gold,  a  crown  of  thorns  ;  for  a 
sceptre,  a  reed  put  in  his  hand,  in  deri 
sion;  for  a  throne,  a  cross;  instead  of 
palaces,  not  a  place  to  lay  his  head  in  • 
instead  of  sumptuous  feasts  to  others,  oft- 
times  hungry  and  thirsty  himself;  instead 
of  great  attendants,  a  company  of  poor 
fishermen;  instead  of  treasures  to  give 
them,  not  money  enough  to  pay  tribute, 
without  working  a  miracle ;  and  the  pre- 
ferment offered  them  was  to  give  each  of 
them  his  cross  to  bear.  In  all  things, 
the  reverse  of  worldly  greatness,  from 
first  to  last :  a  manger  for  a  cradle  at  his 
birth,  not  a  place  to  lay  his  head  some- 
times in  his  life,  nor  a  grave  of  his  own  at 
his  death. 

Here  unbelief  frets  and  murmurs,  and 
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asks,  Where  is  all  trie  glory  that  is  so 
much  extolled?  For  discovering  this, 
faith  needs  only  look  through  that  thin 
veil  of  flesh  ;  and  under  that  low  disguise, 
appears  the  Lord  of  glory,  the  King  of 
kings,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  strong  and 
mighty,  (Psalm  24  :  8,)  the  Lord  mighty 
in  battle;  the  heavens  his  throne, 
the  earth  his  footstool,  the  light  his 
garments,  the  clouds  his  chariots,  the 
thunder  his  voice,  his  strength  omni- 
potence, his  riches  all-sufhciency,  his 
glory  infinite,  his  retinue  the  hosts  of 
heaven,  and  the  excellent  ones  of  the 
earth,  on  whom  he  bestows  riches  un- 
searchable, an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
banquets  of  everlasting  joy,  and  prefer- 
ments of  immortal  honor,  making  them 
kings  and  priests  unto  God,  conquerors, 
yea,  and  more  than  conquerors,  children 
of  God,  and  mystically  one  with  himself. 
Here  appears  something  incomparably 
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above  all  worldly  glory,  though  under  a 
mean  disguise.  But  the  objection  is  still 
against  that  disguise  ;  yet  even  that  dis- 
guise, upon  due  consideration,  will  appear 
to  be  so  glorious  that  its  very  meanness 
is  honorable.  It  was  a  glorious  disguise, 
because  the  designs  and  effects  of  it  are 
so ;  if  he  suffered  shame,  poverty,  pain, 
sorrows,  and  death,  for  a  time,  it  was  that 
we  might  not  suffer  these  things  for  ever. 
That  meanness,  therefore,  was  glorious, 
because  it  was  subservient  unto  an  infi- 
nitely glorious  design  of  love  and  mercy. 
It  was  subservient  more  ways  than 
one  ;  it  satisfied  the  penalty  of  the  law — 
it  put  unspeakable  honor  on  the  com- 
mandments of  it.  It  was  a  part  of 
Christ's  design  to  make  holiness  (that  is, 
obedience  to  the  law)  so  honorable,  that 
every  thing  else  should  be  contemptible  in 
comparison  of  it ;  love  of  worldly 
greatness  is  one  of  the  principal  hindrances 
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of  it.  We  did  not  need  the  example  of 
Christ  to  commend  earthly  grandeur  to 
us,  but  very  much  to  reconcile  us  to  the 
contrary,  and  to  make  us  esteem  holiness, 
though  accompanied  with  meanness; 
Christ's  low  state  was  an  excellent  mean 
for  this  end.  There  was,  therefore,  great- 
ness, even  in  his  meanness ;  other  men 
are  honorable  by  their  station,  but  Christ's 
station  was  made  honorable  by  him  ;  he 
has  made  poverty  and  meanness,  joined 
with  holiness,  to  be  a  state  of  dignity. 

Thus  Christ's  outward  meanness,  that 
disguised  his  real  greatness,  was  in  itself 
glorious,  because  of  the  design  of  it.  Yet 
that  meanness  did  not  wholly  becloud  it ; 
many  beams  of  glory  shone  through  it. 

His  birth  was  mean  on  earth  below, 
but  it  was  celebrated  with  hallelujahs  by 
the  heavenly  host  in  the  air  above ;  he 
had  a  poor  lodging,  but  a  star  lighted 
visitants  to  it  from  distant    countries. 
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Never  prince  had  such  visitants  so  con- 
ducted. He  had  not  the  magnificent 
equipage  that  other  kings  have,  but  he 
was  attended  with  multitudes  of  patients, 
seeking  and  obtaining  healing  of  soul  and 
body  ;  that  was  more  true  greatness  than 
if  he  had  been  attended  with  crowds  of 
princes  :  he  made  the  dumb  that  attended 
him  sing  his  praises,  and  the  lame  to  leap 
for  jo j,  the  deaf  to  hear  his  wonders,  and 
the  blind  to  see  his  glory.  He  had  no 
guard  of  soldiers,  nor  magnificent  retinue 
of  servants ;  but,  as  the  centurion,  that 
had  both,  acknowledged,  health  and 
sickness,  life  and  death,  took  orders  from 
him ;  even  the  winds  and  storms,  which 
no  earthly  power  can  control*  obeyed 
him ;  and  death  and  the  grave  durst  not 
refuse  to  deliver  up  their  prey  when  he 
demanded  it.  He  did  not  walk  upon 
tapestry;  but,  when  he  walked  on  the 
sea,  the  waters  supported  him :  all  parts 
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of  the  creation,  excepting  sinful  men, 
honored  him  as  their  Creator.  He  kept 
no  treasure ;  but,  when  he  had  occasion 
for  money,  the  sea  sent  it  to  him  in  the 
mouth  of  a  fish.  He  had  no  barns,  nor 
corn-fields  ;  but,  when  he  inclined  to  make 
a  feast,  a  few  loaves  covered  a  sufficient 
table  for  many  thousands.  None  of  all 
the  monarchs  of  the  world  ever  gave 
such  entertainment.  By  these  and  many 
such  things,  the  Eedeemer's  glory  shone 
through  his  meanness,  in  the  several 
parts  of  his  life.  Nor  was  it  wholly 
clouded  at  his  death ;  he  had  not  indeed 
that  fantastic  equipage  of  sorrow  that 
other  great  persons  have  on  such  occa- 
sions ;  but  the  frame  of  nature  solemnized 
the  death  of  its  Author;  heaven  and 
earth  were  mourners  ;  the  sun  was  clad 
in  black  ;  and,  if  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  were  unmoved,  the  earth  itself 
trembled  under  the  awful  load ;   there 
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were  few  to  pay  the  Jewish  compliment 
of  rending  their  garments,  bnt  the  rocks 
were  not  so  insensible ;  they  rent  their 
bowels  ;  he  had  not  a  grave  of  his  own, 
but  other  men's  graves  opened  to  him. 
Death  and  the  grave  might  be  proud  of 
such  a  tenant  in  their  territories  ;  but  he 
came  not  there  as  a  subject,  but  as  an  in- 
vader—a conqueror;  it  was  then  the 
King  of  Terrors  lost  his  sting,  and  on 
the  third  day  the  Prince  of  Life  triumphed 
over  him,  spoiling  death  and  the  grave. 
But  this  last  particular  belongs  to  Christ's 
exaltation ;  the  other  instances  show  a 
part  of  the  glory  of  his  humiliation,  but 
it  is  a  small  part  of  it. 

The  glory  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  which 
we  are  chiefly  to  esteem,  is  the  glory  of 
God's  infinite  perfections  displayed  in 
the  work  of  redemption,  as  the  Apostle 
expresses  it,  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Christ  Jesus,  (2  Cor.  4  :  6,)  even  of  Christ 
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crucified,  (1  Cor.  2:2.)  It  is  this  which, 
makes  any  other  object  glorious  ac- 
cording as  it  manifests  more  or  less 
of  the  perfections  of  God.  This  is 
what  makes  the  works  of  creation  so 
glorious;  the  heavens  declare  God's 
glory,  and  the  firmament,  his  handy- 
work.  And  we  are  inexcusable  for  not 
taking  more  pains  to  contemplate  God's 
perfections  in  them ;  his  almighty  power, 
and  incomprehensible  wisdom,  and  par- 
ticularly his  infinite  goodness.  But  the 
effects  of  the  Divine  goodness  in  the 
works  of  creation  are  only  temporal 
favors ;  the  favors  purchased  to  us  by  the 
cross  of  Christ  are  eternal.  Besides,  al- 
though the  works  of  creation  plainly  show 
that  God  is  in  himself  good,  yet  they  also 
show  that  God  is  just,  and  that  he 
is  displeased  with  us  for  our  sins; 
nor  do  they  point  out  to  us  the 
way  how  we  may  be  reconciled  to  him : 
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they  publish  the  Creator's  glory:  they 
publish  at  the  same  time  his  laws,  and 
our  obligations  to  obey  them.  Our  con- 
sciences tell  us  we  have  neglected  these 
obligations,  violated  these  laws,  and  con- 
sequently incurred  the  lawgiver's  dis- 
pleasure. His  works,  declaring  his  glory, 
show  that  in  his  favor  is  life,  and,  conse- 
quently, that  in  his  displeasure  is  death 
and  ruin ;  yea,  they  lay  us  in  some  mea- 
sure under  his  displeasure  already.  Why 
else  do  natural  causes  give  so  much 
trouble  in  life,  and  pain  in  death  ?  From 
all  quarters,  the  works  of  God  revenge 
the  quarrel  of  his  broken  law ;  they  give 
these  frail  bodies  subsistence  for  a  time, 
but  it  is  a  subsistence  embittered  with 
many  vexations,  and  at  last  they  crush 
them,  and  dissolve  them  in  dust. 

The  face  of  nature  then  is  glorious  in 
itself;  but  it  is  overcast  with  a  gloom  of 
terror  to  us ;  it  shows  the  glory  of  the 
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judge  to  the  criminal — the  glory  of  the 
offended  sovereign  to  the  guilty  rebel  : 
this  is  not  the  way  to  give  comfort  and 
relief  to  a  criminal — it  is  not  the  way  to 
make  him  glory  and  triumph.  Accord- 
ingly, the  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ, 
who  refuse  to  know  God,  otherwise  than 
by  the  works  of  nature,  are  so  far  from 
glorying  in  the  hopes  of  enjoying  God  in 
heaven,  that  they  renounce  all  those  great 
expectations,  and  generally  deny  that 
there  is  any  such  blessedness  to  be  had. 
Conscience  tells  us  we  are  rebels  against 
God,  and  nature  does  not  show  how  such 
rebels  may  recover  his  favor ;  how,  in 
such  a  well-ordered  government  as  the 
diviue  government  must  be,  the  right- 
eous judge  and  lawgiver  may  be  glori- 
fied, and  the  criminal  escape  ;  much  less 
how  the  judge  may  be  glorified,  and  the 
criminal  obtain  glory  likewise. 

The  language  of  nature,  though  it  be 


32  GLORYING  IN 

plain  and  loud  in  proclaiming  the  glory 
of  the  Creator,  yet  it  is  dark  and  intricate 
as  to  his  inclination  towards  guilty  crea- 
tures ;  it  neither  assures  peremptorily 
that  we  are  in  a  state  of  despair,  nor  gives 
sure  footing  for  our  hopes.  If  we  are 
favorites,  whence  so  many  troubles  ?  If 
we  are  hopeless  crininals,  whence  so 
many  favors  ?  Nature  shows  God's  glo- 
ry and  our  shame  ;  his  law,  our  duty, 
and  consequently  our  danger ;  but  about 
the  way  of  escape,  it  is  silent  and  dumb. 
It  affords  many  motives  for  exciting  de- 
sires after  God ;  but  it  shows  not  the 
way  to  get  these  desires  satisfied.  Here 
in  the  text  is  an  object  which  gives  us 
better  intelligence.  It  directs  us  not 
merely  to  seek  by  feeling  in  the  dark, 
(Acts  17  :  27,)  if  haply  we  may  find,  but 
to  seek  Him  so  as  certainly  to  find  him. 
Unlikely  doctrine  to  a  carnal  mind — 
that  there  should  be  more  of  God's  glory 
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manifested  to  us  in  the  face  of  Christ  cru- 
cified, than  in  the  face  of  heaven  and 
earth — the  face  of  Christ  in  which  sense 
discovers  nothing  but  marks  of  pain  and 
disgrace — that  bloated,  mangled  visage, 
red  with  gore,  covered  with  marks  of 
scorn,  swelled  with  strokes,  and  pale 
with  death — that  would  be  the  last  ob- 
ject in  which  the  carnal  mind  would  seek 
to  see  the  glory  of  the  God  of  life  ;  a  vis- 
age clouded  with  the  horror  of  death ;  it 
would  with  more  pleasure  and  admiration 
view  the  same  face  when  transfigured, 
and  shining  like  the  sun  in  its  strength. 
Divine  glory  shone  indeed  then  in  a  bright 
manner,  in  that  face  on  the  mount ;  but 
not  so  brightly  as  on  Mount  Calvary: 
this  was  the  more  glorious  transfiguration 
of  the  two.  Though  all  the  light  in  the 
World,  in  the  sun  and  stars,  were  collect- 
ed together  into  one  stupendous  mass  of 

light,  it  would  be  but  darkness  to  the 
8 
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glory  of  this  seemingly  dark  and  melan- 
choly object ;  for  it  is  here,  as  the  Apostle 
expresses  it,  (2  Cor.  3  :  18,)  We  all  as 
with  open  face  may  behold  the  glory  of  God. 

Here  shines  spotless  justice,  incompre- 
hensible wisdom,  and  infinite  love,  all  at 
once;  none  of  them  darkens  or  eclipses  the 
other — every  one  of  them  gives  a  lustre  to 
the  rest.  They  mingle  their  beams,  and 
shine  with  united  eternal  splendor :  the 
just  Judge,  the  merciful  Father,  and  the 
wise  Governor.  No  other  object  gives 
such  a  display  of  all  these  perfections, 
yea,  all  the  objects  we  know  give  not 
such  a  display  of  any  one  of  them.  No- 
where docs  justice  appear  so  awful,  mercy 
so  amiable,  or  wisdom  so  profound. 

By  the  infinite  dignity  of  Christ's  per- 
son, his  cross  gives  more  honor  and  glo- 
ry to  the  law  and  justice  of  Grod  than  all 
the  other  sufferings  that  ever  were  or 
will  be  endured  in  the  world.   When  the 
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Apostle  is  speaking  to  the  Romans  of  the 
Gospel,  he  does  not  tell  them  only  of 
God's  mercy,  but  also  of  his  justice 
revealed  by  it,  (Rom.  1 :  18.)  God's  wrath 
against  the  unrighteousness  of  men  is 
chiefly  revealed  by  the  righteousness  and 
sufferings  of  Christ.  The  Lord  was  pleased 
for  his  righteousness'  sake,  (Isa.  42  :  21.) 
Both  by  requiring  and  appointing  that 
righteousness,  he  magnified  the  law  and 
made  it  honorable  ;  and  though  that 
righteousness  consists  in  obedience  and 
sufferings  which  continue  for  a  time,  yet 
since  the  remembrance  of  them  will  con- 
tinue for  ever,  the  cross  of  Christ  may  be 
said  to  give  eternal  majesty  and  honor  to 
that  law  which  it  satisfied — that  awful 
law  by  which  the  universe  (which  is  God's 
kingdom)  is  governed,  to  which  the  prin- 
cipalities and  powers  of  heaven  are  sub- 
ject; that  law  which,  in  condemning  sin, 
banished  the  devil  and  his  angels  from 
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heaven,  our  first  parents  from  paradise, 
and  peace  from  the  earth.  Considering, 
therefore,  that  God  is  the  judge  and  law- 
giver of  the  world,  it  is  plain  that  His 
glory  shines  with  unspeakable  brightness 
in  the  cross  of  Christ,  as  the  punishment 
of  sin.  But  this  is  the  very  thing  that 
hinders  the  lovers  of  sin  from  acknow- 
ledging the  glory  of  the  cross ;  because 
it  shows  so  much  of  God's  hatred  of 
what  they  love.  It  would  be  useful  for 
removing  such  prejudices  to  consider, 
that  though  Christ's  sacrifice  shows  the 
punishment  of  sin,  yet,  if  we  embrace 
that  sacrifice,  it  only  shows  it  to  us ;  it 
takes  it  off  our  hands,  it  leaves  us  no  more 
to  do  with  it ;  and.  surely,  the  beholding  our 
danger,  when  we  behold  it  as  prevented, 
serves  rather  to  increase  than  lessen  our 
joy :  by  seeing  the  greatness  of  our  danger 
we  see  the  greatness  of  our  deliverance. 
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The  cross  of  Christ  displays  the  glory  of 
infinite  justice,  but  not  of  justice  only. 

Here  shines  chiefly  the  glory  of  infi- 
nite mercy.  Nothing  in  the  world  more 
lovely  or  glorious  than  love  and  good- 
ness itself;  and  this  is  the  greatest  in- 
stance of  it  that  can  be  conceived.  God's 
goodness  appears  in  all  his  works ; 
this  is  a  principal  part  of  the  glory  of  the 
creation.  We  are  taught  to  consider  this 
lower  world  as  a  convenient  habitation 
built  for  man  to  dwell  in ;  but,  to  allude  to 
the  Apostle's  expression,  (Heb.  3  :  3,)  this 
gift  we  are  speaking  of  should  be  account- 
ed more  worthy  of  honor  than  the  world, 
inasmuch  as  he  who  hath  built  the  house 
hath  more  honor  than  the  house. 

When  God  gave  us  his  Son,  he  gave  us 
an  infinitely  greater  gift  than  the  world  ; 
the  Creator  is  infinitely  more  glorious  than 
the  creature,  and  the  Son  of  God  is  the 
Creator  of  all  things.     God  can  make  in- 
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numerable worlds  by  the  word  of  bis 
mouth ;  he  has  but  one  only  Son,  and  he 
spared  not  his  only  Son,  but  gave  him  to 
the  death  of  the  cross  for  us  all. 

God's  love  to  his  people  is  from  ever- 
lasting to  everlasting ;  but  from  everlast- 
ing to  everlasting  there  is  no  manifesta- 
tion of  it  known,  or  conceivable  by  us, 
that  can  be  compared  to  this.  The  light 
of  the  sun  is  always  the  same,  but  it 
shines  brightest  to  us  at  noon :  the  cross 
of  Christ  was  the  noontide  of  everlasting 
love;  the  meridian  splendor  of  eternal 
mercy.  There  were  many  bright  mani- 
festations of  the  same  love  before ;  but 
they  were  like  the  light  of  the  morning, 
that  shines  more  and  more  unto  the  per- 
fect day  ;  and  that  perfect  day  was  when 
Christ  was  on  the  cross,  when  darkness 
covered  all  the  land. 

Comparisons  can  give  but  a  very  im- 
perfect view  of  this  love  which  passeth 
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knowledge.  Though  we  should  suppose 
all  the  love  of  all  the  men  that  ever 
were,  or  shall  be  on  the  earth,  and  all  the 
love  of  the  angels  in  heaven,  united  in 
one  heart,  it  would  be  but  a  cold  heart  to 
that  which  was  pierced  with  the  soldier's 
spear.  The  Jews  saw  but  blood  and  wa- 
ter, but  faith  can  discern  a  bright  ocean 
of  eternal  love  flowing  out  of  these 
wounds.  "We  may  have  some  impression 
of  the  glory  of  it,  by  considering  its  ef- 
fects ;  we  should  consider  all  the  spirit- 
ual and  eternal  blessings  received  by 
God's  people  for  four  thousand  years  be- 
fore Christ  was  crucified,  or  that  have 
been  received  since,  or  that  will  be  re- 
ceived  till  the  consummation  of  all  things; 
all  the  deliverances  from  eternal  misery ; 
all  the  oceans  of  joy  in  heaven  ;  the  riv- 
ers of  water  of  life,  to  be  enjoyed  to  all 
eternity,  by  multitudes  as  the  sand  of  the 
sea-shore,  we  should  consider  all  these 
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blessings  as  flowing  from  that  love  that 
was  displayed  in  the  cross  of  Christ. 

Here  shines  also  the  glory  of  the  in- 
comprehensible wisdom  of  God,  which 
consists  in  promoting  the  best  ends  by 
the  fittest  means.  The  ends  of  the  cross 
are  best  in  themselves,  and  the  best  for 
ns  that  can  be  conceived ;  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  man ;  and  the  means 
by  which  it  advances  these  ends  are  so 
fit  and  suitable,  that  the  infinite  depth  of 
contrivance  in  them  will  be  the  admira- 
tion of  the  universe  to  eternity. 

It  is  an  easy  thing  to  consider  the  glory 
of  the  Creator,  manifested  in  the  good  of 
an  innocent  creature ;  but  the  glory  of 
the  righteous  judge  manifested  in  the 
good  of  the  guilty  criminal  is  the  pecu- 
liar, mysterious  wisdom  of  the  cross.  It 
is  easy  to  conceive  God's  righteousness 
declared  in  the  punishment  of  sins ;  the 
cross  alone  declares  his  righteousness  in  the 
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remission  of  sins,  (Eom.  3  :  25.)  It  mag- 
nifies justice  in  the  way  of  pardoning  sin, 
and  mercy  in  the  way  of  punishing  it.  It 
shows  justice  more  awful  than  if  mercy 
had  been  excluded,  and  mercy  more 
amiable  than  if  justice  had  been  dispensed 
with ;  it  magnifies  the  law  and  makes  it 
honorable,  (Isa.  42  :  21.)  It  magnifies  the 
criminal  who  broke  the  law ;  and  the 
respect  put  upon  the  law  makes  him 
honorable  likewise,  (1  Cor.  2:7;)  yea, 
this  is  so  contrived  that  every  honor  done 
to  the  criminal  is  an  honor  done  to  the 
law,  and  all  the  respect  put  upon  the  law 
puts  respect  also  on  the  criminal ;  for 
every  blessing  the  sinner  receives,  is  for 
the  sake  of  obedience  and  satisfaction 
made  to  the  law,  not  by  himself,  but  by 
another,  who  could  put  infinitely  greater 
dignity  on  the  law  ;  and  the  satisfaction 
of  that  other  for  the  sinner  puts  the  great- 
est dignity  on  him  that  he  is  capable  of. 
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Both  the  law  and  the  sinner  may  glory  in 
the  cross  of  Christ.  Both  of  them  receive 
eternal  honor  and  glory  by  it. 

The  glories  that  are  found  separately 
in  the  other  works  of  God  are  found  unit- 
ed here.  The  joys  of  heaven  glorify 
God's  goodness,  the  pains  of  hell  glorify 
his  justice;  the  cross  of  Christ  glorifies 
both  of  them  in  a  more  remarkable  man- 
ner than  heaven  or  hell  glorifies  any  of 
them.  There  is  more  remarkable  honor 
done  to  the  justice  of  God  by  the  suf- 
ferings of  Christ  than  by  the  torments  of 
devils  ;  and  there  is  a  more  remarkable 
display  of  the  goodness  of  God  in  the  re- 
demption of  sinners  than  in  the  joy  of 
angels;  so  that  we  can  conceive  no  object 
in  which  we  can  discover  such  manifold 
wisdom,  or  so  deep  contrivance  for  ad- 
vancing the  glory  of  God. 

The  like  may  be  said  of  its  contrivance 
for  the  good  of  man.     It  heals  all  his  dis- 
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eases,  it  pardons  all  his  sins,  (Psa.  103.) 
It  is  the  sacrifice  that  removes  the  guilt 
of  sin,  it  is  the  motive  that  removes  the 
love  of  sin  ;  it  mortifies  sin  and  expiates 
it.  It  atones  for  disobedience,  it  excites 
to  obedience,  it  purchases  strength  for 
obedience,  it  makes  obedience  practica- 
ble, it  makes  it  delightful,  it  makes  it 
acceptable,  it  makes  it  in  a  manner  un- 
avoidable, it  constrains  to  it,  (2  Cor.  5 :  14.) 
It  is  not  only  the  motive  to  obedience, 
but  the  pattern  of  it.  It  satisfies  the 
curse  of  the  law,  and  fulfills  the  com- 
mands of  it.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law,  the  sum  of  which  is  the  love  of  God, 
and  of  our  neighbor.  The  cross  of  Christ 
is  the  highest  instance  of  both  ;  Christ's 
sufferings  are  to  be  considered  as  actions : 
never  action  gave  such  glory  to  God, 
never  action  did  such  good  to  man  ;  and 
it  is  the  way  to  show  our  love  to  God 
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and  man,  by  promoting  the  glory  of  the 
one,  and  the  good  of  the  other. 

Thus  the  sufferings  of  Christ  teach  us 
our  duty  by  that  love  whence  they  flowed, 
and  that  good  for  which  they  were  de- 
signed ;  but  they  teach  us,  not  only  by 
the  design  of  them,  but  also  by  the  man- 
ner of  his  undergoing  them.  Submission 
to  God,  and  forgiveness  of  our  enemies 
are  two  of  the  most  difficult  duties ;  the 
former  is  one  of  the  chief  expressions  of 
love  to  God,  and  the  latter  of  love  to 
man  ;  but  the  highest  submission  is,  when 
a  person  submits  to  suffering,  though  free 
of  guilt ;  and  the  highest  forgiveness  is, 
to  forgive  our  murderers;  especially  if 
the  murderers  were  persons  who  were 
obliged  to  us ;  as  if  a  person  not  only 
should  forgive  them  who  took  away  his 
life,  even  though  they  owed  him  their 
own  life,  but  also  desire  others  to  forgive 
them,  pray  for  them,  and,  as  much  as  pos- 
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sible,  excuse  them.  This  was  the  man* 
ner  of  Christ's  bearing  his  sufferings: 
Father,  thy  will  be  done  •  and,  Father,  for" 
give  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do. 
Thus  we  see  how  fit  a  mean  the  cross 
is  for  promoting  the  best  ends,  for  justifi- 
cation and  sanctification.  It  would  be 
too  long  to  insist  here  in  showing  its 
manifold  fitness  for  promoting  also  joy 
and  peace  here,  and  everlasting  happi- 
ness hereafter ;  for,  no  doubt,  it  will  be 
a  great  part  of  the  future  happiness,  to 
remember  the  way  it  was  purchased,  and 
to  see  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  at  the 
right  hand  of  Him  that  gave  him  for 
that  end.  The  things  already  adduced 
show  that  the  incomprehensible  wisdom 
of  God  is  gloriously  displayed  in  the 
cross  of  Christ,  because  it  hath  such 
amazing  contrivance  in  it  for  advancing 
the  good  of  man  as  well  as  the  glory  of 
God,  for  that  is  the  design  of  it,  to  show 
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the  glory  of  God,  and  good- will  towards 
man. 

But  it  is  not  only  the  glory  of  divine 
wisdom  that  shines  in  this  blessed  object, 
but  also  the  glory  of  divine  power.  This, 
to  them  who  know  not  Christ,  is  no 
small  paradox  ;  but  to  them  who  believe 
Christ  crucified  is  the  wisdom  of  God  and 
the  power  of  God.  (1  Cor.  1  :  24.)  The 
Jews  thought  Christ's  crucifixion  a  de- 
monstration of  his  want  of  power :  hence 
they  upbraide  1  him,  that  he  who  wrought 
so  many  miracles  suffered  himself  to 
hang  on  the  cross ;  but  this  itself  was 
the  greatest  miracle  of  all.  They  asked 
why  he,  who  saved  others,  saved  not 
himself;  they  named  the  reason  without 
taking  heed  to  it;  that  was  the  very 
reason  why  at  that  time  he  saved  not 
himself,  because  he  saved  others — be- 
cause he  was  willing  and  able  to  save 
others.     The  motive  of  his  enduring  the 
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cross  was  powerf ul — divine  love  stronger 
than  death  ;  the  fruits  of  it  powerful, 
divine  grace,  the  power  of  God  to  salva- 
tion, (Kom.  1 :  16,)  making  new  creatures, 
raising  souls  from  the  dead  :  these  are 
acts  of  omnipotence.  We  are  ready  to 
admire  chiefly  the  power  of  God  in  the 
visible  world,  but  the  soul  of  man  is  a  far 
nobler  creature  than  it.  We  justly  ad- 
mire the  power  of  the  Creator  in  the  mo- 
tion of  the  heavenly  bodies,  but  the  mo- 
tion of  souls  towards  God  as  their  centre 
is  far  more  glorious,  the  effects  of  the 
same  power  far  more  eminent,  and  far 
more  lasting. 

The  wounds  of  Christ  seemed  effects 
of  weakness;  but  it  is  easy  to  ob- 
serve incomparable  strength  appearing  in 
them.  We  should  consider  what  it  was 
that  bruised  him ;  he  was  bruised  for  our 
iniquities  ;  the  Scripture  represents  them 
(Isa.  53)  as  a  great  burden,  and  describes 
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us  all  lying  helpless  under  it,  as  a  people 
laden  with  iniquity.  Christ  bore  our 
sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree ;  he 
bore  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows  ; 
not  these  we  feel  here  only,  but  those  we 
deserve  to  feel  hereafter.  "We  should 
consider  who  laid  this  burden  on  Him ; 
The  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all. 
(Isa.  53  :  6.)  We  might  well  say  with 
Cain,  our  punishment  was  more  than  we 
were  able  to  bear ;  this  might  be  said  to 
every  one  of  us  apart ;  but  it  was  not  the 
sins  of  one  that  he  bore ;  he  bore  the  sins 
of  many — of  multitudes — as  the  sand  on 
the  sea-shore,  and  the  sins  of  every  one 
of  them  as  numerous.  This  was  the  hea- 
viest and  most  terrible  weight  in  the 
world. 

The  curse  of  the  law  was  a  weight 
sufficient  to  crush  a  world.  They  who 
first  brought  it  on  themselves  found  it  so. 
It  sunk  legions  of  angels  who  excel  in 
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strength,  when  they  had  abused  that 
strength  against  the  law,  from  the 
heaven  of  heavens  to  the  bottomless 
pit.  The  same  weight  that  had  crushed 
rebel  angels  threatened  man  for  join- 
ing with  them.  Before  man  could  bear  it 
— before  any  person  could  have  his  own 
proportion  of  it,  it  behoved,  as  it  were,  to 
be  divided  into  numberless  parcels ;  man, 
after  numberless  ages,  would  have  borne 
but  a  small  part  of  it.  The  wrath  to  come 
would  have  been  always  wrath  to  come  to 
all  eternity ;  there  would  have  been  still  in- 
finitely more  to  bear.  Christ  only  had 
strength  to  bear  it  all — to  bear  it  all  in  a 
manner  at  once — to  bear  it  all  alone ; 
none  of  the  people  were  with  him  ;  our 
burden  and  our  help  was  laid  on  one 
who  was  mighty.  And  his  bearing  it 
was  a  glorious  manifestation  of  his  might, 
of  the  noblest  kind  of  might,  that  he  was 
mighty  to  save. 
4 
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It  is  true  that  load  bruised  him ;  but 
we  would  not  be  surprised  at  that  if  we 
considered  the  dreadfulness  of  the  shock. 
Could  we  conceive  the  weight  of  eter- 
nal justice,  ready  to  fall  down  like  light- 
ning, with  violence,  upon  a  world  of 
malefactors,  and  view  that  sacred  body 
interposed  betwixt  the  load  of  wrath  from 
above  and  the  heirs  of  wrath  below,  we 
would  not  wonder  at  these  bruises — we 
would  not  despise  them.  We  should  consi- 
der the  event,  had  that  wrath  fallen  lower; 
had  it  met  with  no  obstacle  it  would  have 
made  havoc  of  another  kind ;  this  world 
would  have  been  worse  than  a  chaos,  and 
been  covered  with  the  dismal  effects  of 
vindictive  justice  and  divine  righteous 
vengeance. 

Although  his  sacred  flesh  was  both 
mangled  and  marred  with  that  dismal 
load,  yet  we  should  consider  that  it  sustain- 
ed it.    Here  was  incomparable  strength, 
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that  it  sustained  that  shock  which  would 
have  grinded  mankind  into  powder ;  and 
He  sustained  it  (as  was  said  before)  alone. 
He  let  no  part  of  it  fall  lower  :  they  who 
take  sanctuary  under  this  blessed  covert 
are  so  safe  that  they  have  no  more  to  do 
with  that  load  of  wrath  but  to  look  to  it. 
(John  3  :  14.)  To  allude  to  the  Psalm- 
ist's expression,  (Psalm  91  :  7,  8,)  It  shall 
not  come  nigh  them  ;  only  with  their  eyes 
then  shall  behold,  and  see  the  reward  of  their 
wickedness  ;  but  they  shall  see  it  given  to 
that  righteous  One  ;  and  all  that  in  effect 
is  left  to  them  in  this  matter  is,  by  faith  to 
look  and  behold  what  a  load  of  vengeance 
was  hovering  over  their  guilty  heads,  and 
how  that  guiltless  and  spotless  body  in- 
terposed ;  they'll  see  it  crushed  at  a  sad 
rate :  but  it  is  the  end  of  the  conflict 
that  shows  on  what  side  the  victory  is  :  in 
that  dreadful  struggle,  Christ's  body  was 
brought  as  low  as  the  grave ;  but,  though 
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the  righteous  fall,  he  rises  again.  Death 
was  undermost  in  the  struggle,  (1  Cor, 
15  :  27 ;)  'twas  Christ  that  conquered  in 
falling,  and  completed  the  conquest  in 
rising.  The  cause,  design,  and  effects  of 
these  wounds  show  incomparable  power 
and  strength  appearing  in  them  ;  the 
same  strength  appeared  in  His  behavior 
under  them,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
bore  them,  we  see  in  the  history  of  his 
death.  He  bore  them  with  patience,  and 
with  pity  and  compassion  towards  others. 
A  small  part  of  his  sorrow  would  have 
crushed  the  strongest  spirit  on  earth  to 
death.  The  constitution  of  man  is  not 
able  to  bear  too  great  violence  of  joy  or 
grief;  either  the  one  or  the  other  is  suffi- 
cient to  unhinge  our  frame.  Christ's 
griefs  were  absolutely  incomparable,  but 
his  strength  was  a  match  for  them 

These  considerations   serve  to   show 
that  it  is  the  greatest  stupidity  to  have 
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diminishing  thoughts  of  the  wounds  of  the 
Kcdeemer.  Yet,  because  this  has  been 
the  stumbling  block  to  the  Jews,  and 
foolishness  to  the  Gentiles,  and  many 
professing  Christians  have  not  suitable 
impressions  of  it,  it  is  proper  to  consider 
this  subject  a  little  more  particularly.  It 
is  useful  to  observe  how  the  Scripture 
represents  the  whole  of  Christ's  humilia- 
tion as  one  great  action,  by  which  he  de- 
feated the  enemies  of  God  and  man,  and 
founded  a  glorious,  everlasting  mon- 
archy; the  prophets,  and  particularly 
the  Psalmist,  speak  so  much  of  Christ  as 
a  powerful  conqueror,  whose  enemies 
were  to  be  made  his  footstool,  that  the 
Jews  do  still  contend  that  their  Messiah 
is  to  be  a  powerful  temporal  prince,  and 
a  great  fighter  of  battles,  one  who  is  to 
subdue  their  enemies  by  fire  and  sword, 
and  by  whom  they  themselves  are  to  be 
raised  above  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 
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If  pride  and  the  love  of  earthly  things 
did  not  blind  them,  it  were  easy  to  see 
that  the  descriptions  of  the  prophets  are 
vastly  too  high  to  be  capable  of  so  low 
a  meaning.  This  will  be  evident  by 
taking  a  short  view  of  them ;  which,  at 
the  same  time,  will  show  the  glory  of 
that  great  action  just  now  spoken  of,  by 
showing  the  greatness  of  the  design,  and 
the  effects  of  it. 

The  prophets  ofttimes  speak  more  ex- 
pressly of  the  Messias  as  a  great  king, 
which  is  a  name  of  the  greatest  earthly 
dignity.  The  hand  of  Pilate  was  over- 
ruled to  cause  write  that  title  of  honor  even 
on  his  cross :  the  glory  of  the  kingdom 
that  he  was  to  found,  is  represented  in 
very  magnificent  expressions  by  the 
prophet  Daniel,  chap.  2  :  35,  45,  and 
chap.  7  :  9,  10,  13,  14.  Here  are  lively 
representations  of  unparalleled  greatness, 
an  everlasting  kingdom  to  be  founded, 
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strong  obstacles  to  be  removed,  powerful 
enemies  to  be  defeated. 

It  is  useful  to  observe  the  universal 
importance  of  this  design ;  no  part  of 
tlie  universe  was  unconcerned  in  it. 

The  glory  of  the  Creator  was  emi- 
nently to  be  displayed,  all  the  divine 
persons  were  to  be  gloriously  manifested, 
the  divine  attributes  to  be  magnified,  the 
divine  works  and  ways  to  be  honored ; 
the  earth  was  to  be  redeemed,  hell  con- 
quered, heaven  purchased ;  the  law  to  be 
magnified  and  established,  (Isa.  42  :  21,) 
its  commandments  to  be  fulfilled,  its 
curse  to  be  suffered,  the  law  was  to 
be  satisfied,  and  the  criminal  that 
broke  it  be  saved,  and  his  tempter 
and  accuser  to  be  defeated  ;  the  head  of 
the  old  serpent  was  to  be  bruised,  his 
works  to  be  .destroyed,  and  the  princi- 
palities and  powers  of  darkness  to  be 
spoiled,  and  triumphed  over  openly,  (Col. 
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2  :  15  ;)  the  principalities  and  powers  of 
heaven  were  to  receive  new  matter  of 
everlasting  hallelujahs,  and  new  compan- 
ions to  join  in  them ;  the  fallen  angels 
were  to  lose  their  old  subjects,  and  the 
blessed  angels  to  receive  new  fellow-citi- 
zens. ISTo  wonder  this  is  called  the 
making  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new 
earth ;  and  even  the  face  of  hell  was  to 
be  altered.  Surely  a  more  glorious  de- 
sign can  not  be  contrived ;  and  the  more 
we  consider  it,  the  more  we  may  see  the 
greatness  of  the  action  that  accomplish- 
ed it. 

As  the  design  was  great,  the  prepara- 
tions were  solemn.  The  stage  of  it  was 
to  be  this  earth ;  it  was  chiefly  concerned 
in  it ;  it  was  solemnly  prepared  for  it. 
This  is  the  view  given  us  of  the  provi- 
dences that  preceded  it ;  they  fitted  the 
stage  of  the  world  for  the  great  event,  in 
the  fullness  of  time.     If  we  saw  clearly 
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the  whole  chain  of  theni,  we  would  see 
how  they  pointed  towards  this  as  their 
centre,  and  how  they  contributed  to  hon- 
or it,  or  rather  it  reflected  the  greatest 
honor  upon  them.  The  forecited  pro- 
phecies in  Daniel,  besides  several  others, 
are  instances  of  this.  They  show  how 
the  great  revolutions  in  the  heathen 
world  were  subservient  to  this  design, 
particularly  the  succession  of  the  four 
monarchies  represented  in  Nebuchadnez- 
zar's dream ;  their  rise  and  overthrow 
were  subservient  to  the  rise  of  this  mon- 
archy, never  to  be  overthrown. 

We  see  but  a  small  part  of  the  chain 
of  providence,  and  even  that  very  dark- 
ly :  but  this  perhaps  is  worth  the  observ- 
ing briefly,  that  universal  empire  came 
gradually  from  the  eastern  to  the  western 
parts  of  the  world,  from  the  Assyrians 
and  Persians,  to  the  Greeks  and  Eomans ; 
by    this     means,    greater     communica- 
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tion  and  correspondence  than  formerly 
was  opened  up  between  distant  nations 
of  the  earth,  from  the  rising  to  the  set- 
ting of  the  sun ;  the  kingdom  repre- 
sented by  the  stone  cut  out  of  the  moun- 
tain, was  to  extend  to  both,  (Dan.  2  :  34, 
85.)  However  we  think  of  this,  it  is 
certain,  that  if  we  saw  the  plot  of  provi- 
dence unfolded,  we  would  see  these  and 
other  revolutions  contributing  to  the  full- 
ness of  times,  and  adjusting  the  world  to 
that  state  and  form  of  things  that  was 
fittest  for  the  Redeemer's  appearance. 

These  were  a  part  of  the  preparations 
for  the  work  in  view,  but  they  were  but 
a  part  of  them ;  for  all  the  sacrifices  of- 
fered  every  morning  and  evening  for  so 
many  ages  were  preparations  for  it,  and 
shadows  of  it ;  the  same  may  be  said  of 
other  figures  and  types.  The  Church 
of  God,  for  four  thousand  years,  waited 
with  longing  looks  for  this  salvation  of 
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the  Lord  ;  they  were  refreshed  with  the 
sacrifices  that  prefigured  it :  the  heathens 
themselves  had  their  sacrifices  ;  they  had 
sinfully  lost  the  tradition  of  the  true  re- 
ligion, and  the  Messiah,  handed  down 
from  Noah ;  yet  Providence  ordered  it 
so,  that  they  did  not  wholly  lose  the 
right  of  sacrificing.  There  is  reason  to 
acknowledge  a  particular  providence  pre- 
serving tradition  in  this  point ;  for  how 
otherwise  could  it  enter  into  men's  heads 
to  serve  their  gods  by  sacrificing  their 
beasts?  It  was  useful  that  the  world 
should  not  be  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  notion  of  a  sacrifice ;  the  substitution 
of  the  innocent  in  the  room  of  the 
guilty,  all  pointed  towards  this  great  ob- 
lation, which  was  to  make  all  others  to 
cease.  The  predictions  of  the  prophets 
in  different  ages,  from  Moses  to  Malachi, 
were  also  preparations  for  this  great 
event.    John  the  Baptist  appeared  as  the 
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morning-star,  the  harbinger  of  the  Day- 
spring  from  on  high  ;  it  was  his  particu- 
lar office  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord 
before  him.  The  evidence  of  the  pro- 
phecies was  bright ;  the  Jews  saw  the 
time  approaching ;  their  expectations 
were  big.  Counterfeit  Messiah  took  ad- 
vantage of  it ;  and  not  only  the  Jews, 
but  even  the  heathens,  probably  by  re- 
port from  them,  had  a  notion  of  an  in- 
comparably great  person  who  was  to  ap- 
pear about  that  time.  These,  besides 
many  other  great  things,  serve  to  show 
what  glorious  preparations  and  pomp 
went  before  the  great  work  we  are 
speaking  of. 

Here  it  may  perhaps  occur  to  some, 
that  it  is  strange,  an  action  that  had  such 
great  preparations  before  it  happened, 
was  so  little  observed  when  it  did  hap- 
pen. Strictly  speaking,  this  was  not 
true ;  it  was  not  much  noticed  indeed 
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among  blind  and  ignorant  men  ;  this  was 
foretold ;  but  it  had  a  noble  theatre,  for 
the  whole  universe  were,  in  effect,  spec- 
tators of  it.  The  Scripture  teacheth  us  to 
reflect  on  this ;  particularly,  to  consider 
the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly 
places,  as  attentive  onlookers  on  this 
glorious  performance  ;  we  may  infer  this 
(besides  other  Scriptures)  from  Eph.  3  :  10. 
These  morning  stars  shouted  for  joy, 
and  sang  together  at  the  old  creation, 
(Job  38  :  7.)  This  was  a  new  creation  to 
sing  at,  a  more  amazing  spectacle  than 
the  old  ;  in  that,  the  Son  of  God  acted  in 
the  form  of  God ;  now,  he  was  to  act  in 
the  low  form  of  a  servant.  Nor  was  that 
the  lowest  part  of  it ;  he  was  to  suffer  in 
the  form  of  a  criminal ;  the  judge  in  the 
form  of  a  malefactor ;  the  lawgiver  in  the 
room  of  the  rebel.  The  creation  was  a 
mean  theatre  for  so  great  an  event,  and 
the  noblest  creatures  unworthy  judges  of 
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such  an  incomprehensible  performance ; 
its  true  glory  was  the  approbation  of  its 
Infinite  Contriver,  and  that  he,  at  whose 
command  it  was  done,  was  fully  well 
pleased  with  it. 

Yet  to  us,  on  whose  natures  example 
has  so  much  influence,  it  may  be  useful 
to  consider  that  honorable  crowd  of  ad- 
mirers and  spectators  that  this  perform- 
ance had,  and  to  reflect  how  heaven  be- 
held with  veneration  what  was  treated  on 
earth  with  contempt:  it  was  a  large 
theatre,  multitudes  as  sand  on  the  sea- 
shore, a  glorious  company.  In  Scripture, 
angels,  in  comparison  with  men,  are 
called  gods  ;  we  are  not  sensible  of  their 
glory,  which  struck  prophets  almost  dead 
with  fear,  and  tempted  an  apostle  to 
idolatry  ;  but  these,  when  the  first-begot- 
ten is  brought  into  the  world,  (Heb  1 :  6, 
compared  with  Psalm  97 :  7,)  all  these 
gods  are  commanded  to  worship  him; 
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the  place  of  Scripture  where  angels  are 
called  gods  is  the  place  where  they  are- 
commanded  to  worship  Christ ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  Apostle,  (Heb.  1 :  6,) 
it  was  a  special  time  of  his  receiving  this 
glory  from  the  hosts  of  heaven,  when  his 
glory  was  to  be  veiled  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth.  It  is  evident  that  they 
were  spectators  of  all  that  he  did  in  that 
state,  and  no  doubt  they  were  attentive 
spectators;  they  desired  to  look,  as  it 
were,  with  outstretched  necks,  into  these 
things,  (1  Pet.  1 :  12  ;)  nor  could  they  be 
unconcerned  spectators.  They  were  on 
divers  accounts  interested  in  it ;  they  did 
not  need  a  redemption  themselves,  but 
they  delighted  in  ours ;  they  loved  Christ, 
and  they  loved  his  people ;  their  love  in- 
terested them  in  the  glory  of  the  one  and 
the  other.  All  we  knovv"  of  their  work 
and  office,  as  Luther  expresses  it,  is  to 
sing  in  heaven,  and  minister  on  earth ; 
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our  redemption  gave  occasion  for  both. 
The j  sang  for  joy  when  it  began  at 
Christ's  birth,  (Luke  2  :  13  ;)  they  went 
with  gladness  on  messages  of  it,  before- 
hand, to  the  prophets,  and  to  the  Virgin 
Mary ;  they  fed  Christ  in  the  desert,  they 
attended  him  in  his  agony,  and  at  his 
resurrection,  and  accompanied  him  at  his 
ascension  ;  they  were  concerned  to  look 
into  these  things  in  time  that  were  to  be 
remembered  to  all  eternity;  and  into 
that  performance  on  earth  that  was  to 
be  the  matter  of  eternal  hallelujahs  in 
heaven. 

It  should  not  therefore  hinder  our 
esteem  of  this  great  work,  that  the  great 
men  on  earth  took  no  notice  of  it ;  they 
were  but  mean,  blind,  ignorant,  vul- 
gar, compared  to  these  powers  and 
thrones  just  now  mentioned,  who  beheld 
it  with  veneration.  It  is  no  disparage- 
ment to  an  excellent  performance,  that  it 
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is  not  admired  by  ignorant  persons,  who 
do  not  understand  it. 

The  principalities  in  heaven  under- 
stood, and  therefore  admired ;  nor  were 
the  principalities  and  powers  of  darkness 
wholly  ignorant  of  it.  Their  example 
should  not  be  a  pattern  to  us  ;  but,  what 
they  beheld  with  anguish,  we  should  be- 
hold with  transport.  Their  plot  was  to 
make  the  earth,  if  possible,  a  province  of 
hell ;  they  had  heard  of  that  glorious 
counterplot ;  they  were  alarmed  at  the 
harbingers  of  it;  they  looked  on,  and 
saw  their  plot  step  by  step  defeated,  and 
the  projects  of  eternal  mercy  going  on. 
All  the  universe,  therefore,  were  inter- 
ested onlookers  at  this  blessed  undertak- 
ing ;  heaven  looked  on  with  joy,  and  hell 
with  terror,  to  observe  the  event  of  an  en- 
terprise that  was  contrived  from  everlast- 
ing, expected  since  the  fall  of  man,  and 
that  was  to  be  celebrated  to  all  eternity. 
5 
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Thus  we  have  before  us  several  things 
that  show  the  glory  of  the  performance 
in  view  :  the  Design,  of  universal  import- 
ance ;  the  Preparation,  incomparably 
solemn  ;  a  company  of  the  most  honor- 
able, attentive  spectators.  As  to  the  per- 
formance itself,  'tis  plain  it  is  not  a  sub- 
ject for  the  tongues  of  men;  the  tongues 
of  men  are  not  for  a  subject  above  the 
thoughts  of  angels  ;  they  are  but  desiring 
to  look  into  it ;  they  have  not  seen  fully 
through  it ;  that  is  the  work  of  eternity. 
Men  may  speak  and  write  of  it,  but  it  is  not 
so  properly  to  describe  it,  as  to  tell  that 
it  can  not  be  described.  We  may  write 
about  it,  but  if  all  its  glory  were  describ- 
ed, the  world  would  not  contain  its 
books,  (John  21 :  25.)  We  may  speak  of 
it,  but  the  most  we  can  say  about  it  is,  to 
say  that  it  is  unspeakable ;  and  the  most 
that  we  know  is,  that  it  passes  know- 
ledge.    It  is  He  that  performed  this 


THE   CEOSS  OF  CHRIST.  67 

work  that  can  truly  declare  it ;  it  is  he 
who  contrived,  that  can  describe  it.  It 
is  he  who  knows  it;  none  knows  the 
Father  but  the  Son,  or  he  to  whom  he 
shall  reveal  him.  It  is  from  him  we 
should  seek  this  knowledge,  (Eph.  1 :  17.) 
What  of  it  is  to  be  had  here  is  but  in 
part,  (1  Cor.  13  :  9  ;)  but  it  leads  us  to  the 
place  where  it  will  be  perfect.  Here  we 
think  as  children — we  speak  as  children ; 
yet  we  are  not  therefore  to  neglect  think- 
ing or  speaking  of  it.  Our  thoughts  are 
useless  without  contemplating  it — our 
speech  useless  without  praising  it.  The 
rest  of  the  history  of  the  world,  except  as 
it  relates  to  this,  is  but  a  history  of  trifles 
or  confusions,  dreams  and  vapors  of  sick- 
brained  men.  What  we  can  know  of  it 
here  is  but  little ;  but  that  little  incom- 
parably transcends  all  other  knowledge  ; 
and  all  other  earthly  things  are  but  loss  and 
dung  to  it,  (Phil.  3  :  8, 11.)    The  least  we 
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can  do  is,  with  the  angels,  to  desire  to  look 
into  these  things  ;  and  we  should  put  up 
these  desires  to  Him  who  can  satisfy  them, 
that  he  may  shine  in  our  hearts  bj  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God,  (2  Cor.  4  :  6.)  The  true  object  of  this 
knowledge  is  the  glory  of  God — the 
means  of  obtaining  it  is  light  shining  from 
God  ;  and  as  to  the  place  into  which  it 
shines,  it  is  into  our  hearts :  we  are  there- 
fore to  desire  that  light  from  Him  who  is 
light  itself.  But  our  prayers  should  be 
joined  with  other  means,  particularly 
that  meditation  which  Paul  recommends 
to  Timothy,  (1  Tim.  4  :  15  ;)  we  ought  to 
meditate  on  these  things  so  as  to  give 
ourselves  wholly  to  them  ;  our  meditation 
should  be  as  lively  and  as  like  to  seeing 
the  object  before  us  as  possible  ;  but  it  is 
not  by  strength  of  imagination  that  the 
soul   is  profited   in  this    case,  but  hi 
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having  the  eyes  of  the  understanding  en- 
lightened, (Eph.  1 :  18.) 

The  makers  and  worshippers  of  images 
pretend  to  help  us  in  this  matter,  by  pic- 
tures presented  to  the  eye  of  the  body  ; 
but  it  is  not  the  eye  of  sense  or  force  oi 
imagination  but  the  eye  of  faith,  that  can 
give  us  true  notions  and  right  conceptions 
of  this  subject,  (2  Cor.  5  :  16.)  Men  may 
paint  Christ's  outward  sufferings,  but  not 
that  inward  excellency  from  whence  their 
virtue  flowed,  namely,  his  glory  in  himself, 
and  his  goodness  to  us.  Men  may  paint 
one  crucified,  but  how  can  that  distinguish 
the  Saviour  from  the  criminals  on  each 
side  of  him  ?  We  may  paint  his  hands 
and  his  feet  fixed  to  the  cross,  but  who 
can  paint  how  these  hands  used  always  to 
be  stretched  forth  for  relieving  the  afflict- 
ed, and  curing  the  diseased,  or  how  these 
feet  went  always  about  doing  good,  and 
how  they  cure  more  diseases,  and  do  more 
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good  now  than  ever  ?  We  may  paint  the 
outward  appearance  of  his  sufferings,  but 
not  the  inward  bitterness  or  invisible  caus- 
es of  them.  Men  can  paint  the  cursed  tree, 
but  not  the  curse  of  the  law  that  made  it 
so ;  men  can  paint  Christ  bearing  the 
cross  to  Calvary,  but  not  Christ  bearing 
the  sins  of  many.  "We  may  describe  the 
nails  piercing  his  sacred  flesh,  but  who 
can  describe  eternal  justice  piercing  both 
flesh  and  spirit  ?  We  may  describe  the 
soldier's  spear,  but  not  the  arrows  of  the 
Almighty ;  the  cup  of  vinegar  which  he 
but  tasted,  but  not  the  cup  of  wrath 
which  he  drank  out  to  the  lowest  dregs ; 
the  derision  of  the  Jews,  but  not  the  de- 
sertion of  the  Almighty  forsaking  his  son, 
that  lie  might  never  forsake  us  who  were 
his  enemies. 

The  sorrows  he  suffered,  and  the  bene- 
fits he  purchased,  are  equally  beyond  de- 
scription.   Though  we  describe  his  hands 
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and  his  feet  mangled  and  pierced,  who 
can  describe  how  in  one  hand,  as  it  were, 
he  grasped  multitudes  of  souls  ready  to 
sink  into  ruin,  and  in  the  other  hand  an 
everlasting  inheritance  to  give  them  ;  or 
how  these  bruised  feet  crushed  the  old 
serpent's  head,  and  trampled  on  Death 
and  Hell,  and  Sin,  the  author  of  both. 
We  may  describe  the  blood  issuing  from 
his  body,  but  not  the  waters  of  life 
streaming  from  the  same  source,  oceans 
of  spiritual  and  eternal  blessings :  we 
may  paint  how  that  blood  covered  his 
own  body,  but  not  how  it  sprinkles  the 
souls  of  others,  yea,  sprinkles  many  na- 
tions ;  we  may  paint  the  crown  of  thorns 
he  wore,  but  not  the  crown  of  glory  he 
purchased.  Happy  were  it  for  us  if  our 
faith  had  as  lively  views  of  this  object, 
as  our  imaginations  ofttimes  have  of  in- 
comparably less  important  objects ;  then 
would  the  pale  face  of  our  Saviour  show 
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more  powerful  attractives  than  all  the 
brightest  objects  in  nature  besides.  Not- 
withstanding of  the  gloomy  aspect  of 
death,  it  would  discover  such  transcend- 
ent majesty  as  would  make  all  the  glory 
in  the  world  lose  its  relish  with  us ;  we 
would  see  then  indeed  the  awful  frowns 
of  justice,  but  these  frowns  are  not  at  us, 
but  at  our  enemies,  our  murderers,  that 
is,  our  sins.  The  cross  shows  Christ  pity- 
ing his  own  murderers,  but  shows  no  pity 
to  our  murderers ;  therefore,  we  may  see 
the  majesty  of  eternal  justice  tempered 
with  the  mildness  of  infinite  compassion ; 
infinite  pity  is  an  object  worth  looking  to, 
especially  by  creatures  in  distress  and  dan- 
ger ;  there  Death  doth  appear  in  state,  as 
the  executioner  of  the  law,  but  there  he 
appears  also  deprived  of  his  sting  with 
regard  to  us;  there  we  may  hear  also 
the  sweetest  melody  in  the  world  to  the 
awakened   sinner:    that  peace-speaking 
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blood  that  speaks  better  tilings  than  that 
of  Abel ;  the  sweetest  and  loudest  voice 
in  the  world,  londer  than  the  thunder  on 
Sinai ;  its  voice  reacheth  heaven  and 
earth,  pleading  with  God  in  behalf  of 
men,  and  beseeching  men  to  be  reconciled 
to  God  ;  speaking  the  most  comfortable 
and  the  most  seasonable  things  in  the 
world  to  objects  in  distress  and  danger, 
that  is,  salvation  and  deliverance. 

Of  the  various  views  we  can  take  of 
this  blessed  work,  this  is  the  most  suit- 
able, to  consider  it  as  the  most  glorious 
deliverance  that  ever  was  or  will  be, 
Other  remarkable  deliverances  of  God's 
people  are  considered  as  shadows  or  fig- 
ures of  this.  Moses,  Joshua,  David,  and 
Zerubbabel,  were  types  of  this  great 
Joshua ;  according  to  his  name,  so  is  he 
Jesus,  a  deliverer.  The  number  of  the 
persons  delivered  shows  the  glory  of  this 
deliverance  to  be  unparalleled;   it  was 
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but  one  single  nation  that  Moses  deliver- 
ed, though  indeed  it  was  a  glorious  de- 
liverance, relieving  sixty  thousand  at 
once,  and  a  great  deal  more ;  but  this  was 
incomparably  more  extensive  ;  the  Apos- 
tle John  calls  the  multitude  of  the  re- 
deemed, a  multitude  that  no  man  could 
number,  (Rev.  7  :  9,)  of  all  nations,  kin- 
dreds, people,  and  tongues.  The  unparal- 
leled glory  of  this  deliverance  appears  not 
only  in  the  number  of  the  delivered,  but 
also  in  the  nature  of  the  deliverance.  It 
was  not  men's  bodies  only  that  it  deliver- 
ed, but  immortal  souls,  more  valuable  than 
the  world,  (Matt.  16  :  26,)  it  was  not  from 
such  a  bondage  as  that  of  Egypt,  but  one 
as  far  beyond  it  as  eternal  misery  is  worse 
than  temporal  bodily  toil ;  so  that  nothing 
can  equal  the  wretchedness  of  the  state 
from  which  they  are  delivered,  but  the 
blessedness  of  that  to  which  they  are 
brought. 
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But  here  we  should  not  forget  the  op- 
position made  against  this  deliverance ;  it 
was  the  greatest  that  can  withstand  any 
good  design.  The  Apostle  (Eph.  6  :  12) 
teaches  to  consider  the  opposition  of 
flesh  and  blood  as  far  inferior  to  that  of 
principalities  and  powers,  and  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places ;  the  devil  is 
called  the  god  of  this  world,  (2  Cor.  4  :  4,) 
and  himself  and  his  angels  the  rulers  of 
the  darkness  of  this  world,  (Eph.  6  :  12.) 
They  had  obtained  a  dominion  over  the 
world  (excepting  that  smaller  corner  Ju- 
dea)  for  many  ages,  by  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  they  found  them  not  only 
pliable  but  fond  of  their  chains  and 
in  love  with  their  bondage.  But  they 
had  heard  of  this  intended  enterprise 
of  supreme  power  and  mercy,  this  in- 
vasion and  descent  upon  their  domi- 
nions ;  they  had  heard  of  the  design  of 
bruising  their  head,    overturning  their 
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government,  making  their  slaves  to  re- 
volt. Long  experience  had  made  them 
expert  in  the  black  art  of  perdition ;  long 
success  made  them  confident,  and  their 
malice  still  pushed  them  on  to  opposition, 
whatever  be  the  success.  As  thej  were 
no  doubt  apprised  of  this  designed  deliver- 
ance, and  alarmed  at  the  signs  of  its  ap- 
proach, thej  made  all  preparations  to  op- 
pose it,  mustered  all  their  forces,  employ- 
ed all  their  skill,  and,  as  all  was  at  stake, 
made  their  last  efforts  for  a  kind  of  deci- 
sive engagement ;  they  armed  every  pro- 
per instrument,  and  set  every  engine  of 
spiritual  destruction  a-working ;  tempta- 
tions, persecutions,  violence,  slander, 
treachery,  counterfeit  Messiahs,  and  the 
like. 

Their  adversary  appeared  in  a  form 
that  did  not  seem  terrible ;  not  only  as 
a  man,  but  as  one  despised  of  the  people, 
(Psal.  22  :  6,)  accounted  as  a  worm  and 
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no  man;  but  this  made  the  event  more 
glorious ;  it  was  a  spectacle  worth  the 
admiration  of  the  universe,  to  see  the  des- 
pised Galilean  turn  all  the  artillery  of 
hell  back  upon  itself ;  to  see  one  in  the 
likeness  of  the  Son  of  man  wresting  the 
keys  of  hell  and  death  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  devil ;  to  see  him  entangling  the 
rulers  of  darkness  in  their  own  nets,  and 
making  them  ruin  their  designs  with 
their  own  stratagems.  They  made  one 
disciple  betray  him  and  another  deny 
him ;  they  made  the  Jews  accuse  him, 
and  the  Romans  crucify  him ;  but  the 
wonderful  Counsellor  was  more  than  a 
match  for  the  old  serpent ;  and  the  Lion 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah  too  hard  for  the 
roaring  lion.  The  devices  of  these  pow- 
ers of  darkness,  were,  in  the  event,  made 
means  of  spoiling  and  triumphing  over 
themselves,  (Col.  2  :  15.)     The  greatest 
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cruelty  of  devils  and  their  instruments 
was  made  subservient  to  the  designs  of 
the  infinite  mercy  of  God ;  and  that  hid- 
eous sin  of  the  sons  of  men  overruled,  in 
a  perfectly  holy  manner,  for  making  an 
end  of  sin,  and  bringing  in  everlasting 
righteousness,  (Dan.  9  :  24.)  The  oj3po- 
sition  made  to  this  deliverance  did  but 
advance  its  glory,  particularly  the  oppo- 
sition it  met  with  from  these  for  whose 
good  it  was  intended ;  that  is,  sinners 
themselves ;  this  served  to  enhance  the 
glory  of  mysterious  longsuffering  and 
mercy. 

It  would  take  a  long  time  to  insist  on 
all  the  opposition  he  met  with,  both  from 
the  enemy  of  sinners  and  from  sinners 
themselves  ;  but  at  last  he  weathered  the 
storm,  surmounted  difficulties,  led  capti- 
vity captive,  obtained  a  perfect  conquest, 
purchased  an  everlasting  inheritance, 
founded    an    everlasting  kingdom,   tri- 
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umplied  on  the  cross,  died  with  the  pub- 
lishing his  victory  in  his  mouth,  That  it 
was   finished ! 

The  world  is  represented  as  silent  be- 
fore the  Lord,  when  he  rose  up  to  work 
this  great  deliverance.  And,  as  was 
shown  before,  no  part  of  the  world  was 
unconcerned  in  it :  the  expectation  was 
great,  but  the  performance  could  not  but 
surpass  it ;  every  part  of  it  was  perfect, 
and  every  circumstance  graceful  ;  no- 
thing deficient,  nothing  superfluous,  no- 
thing but  what  became  the  dignity  of  the 
person  and  the  eternal  wisdom  of  the 
contrivance.  Every  thing  was  suited  to 
the  glorious  design,  and  all  the  means 
proportioned  to  the  end :  the  foundation 
of  the  everlasting  kingdom  was  laid  be- 
fore it  was  observed  by  the  men  that  op- 
posed it,  and  so  laid  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  gates  of  hell  to  prevail  against  it; 
all  things  adjusted  for  completing  the 
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deliverance,  and  for  securing  it  against 
all  endeavors  and  attempts  to  overturn 
it.  The  great  Deliverer,  in  that  low  dis- 
guise, wrought  through  his  design,  so  as 
none  could  oppose  it  without  advancing 
it,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  that  infinite 
wisdom  that  devised  it,  and  the  eternal 
admiration  of  the  creatures  that  beheld  it. 
The  Father  was  well  pleased  ;  heaven 
and  earth  rejoiced,  and  was  astonished: 
the  powers  of  hell  fell  down  like  light- 
ning: in  heaven,  loud  acclamations  and 
applauses,  and  new  songs  of  praises  began 
that  are  not  ended  yet,  and  never  will ; 
they  will  still  increase ;  still  new-re- 
deemed criminals  from  earth,  saved  from 
the  gates  of  hell,  and  entering  the 
gates  of  heaven  with  a  new  song  of 
praises  in  their  mouths,  add  to  the 
ever-growing  melody  of  which  they 
shall  never  weary  ;  for  that  is  their  rest, 
their  labor  of  love,  rever  to  rest,  day  nor 
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night,  giving  praise  and  glory  to  Him 
that  sits  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb 
at  his  right  hand,  who  redeemed  them 
from  all  nations  and  tongues,  washing 
them  in  his  own  blood,  and  making  them 
kings  and  priests  unto  God. 

But  still  an  objection  may  be  made 
concerning  the  little  honor  and  respect 
this  work  met  with  on  earth,  where  it 
was  performed.  This,  duly  considered, 
instead  of  being  an  objection,  is  a  com- 
mendation of  it.  Sin  had  so  corrupted 
the  taste  of  mankind,  that  it  had  been  a 
kind  of  reflection  on  this  work  if  it  had 
suited  it :  herein  the  beauty  of  it  appears^, 
that  it  was  above  that  depraved,  wretch- 
ed taste  which  it  was  designed  to  cure ; 
and  that  it  did  actually  work  that  change 
on  innumerable  multitudes  of  nations. 

If  the  cross  of  Christ  met  with  much 
contempt  on  earth,  it  met  also  with  incom- 
parable honor :  it  made  the  greatest  revc- 
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lution  in  the  world  that  ever  happened 
since  the  creation,  or  that  ever  will  hap- 
pen till  Shiloh  come  again  :  a  more  glo- 
rious, a  more  lasting  change  than  ever  was 
produced  by  all  the  princes  and  conquer- 
ors in  the  world :  it  conquered  multitudes 
of  souls,  and  established  a  sovereignty  over 
men's  thoughts,  wills,  and  affections : 
this  was  a  conquest  to  which  human 
power  hath  no  proportion.  Persecutors 
turned  apostles  ;  and  vast  numbers  of  pa- 
gans, after  knowing  the  cross  of  Christ, 
suffered  death  and  torments  cheerfully  to 
honor  it.  The  growing  light  shone  from 
east  to  west ;  and  opposition  was  not  only 
useless,  but  subservient  to  it.  The  changes 
it  produced  are  sometimes  described  by 
the  prophets  in  the  most  magnificent  ex- 
pressions :  thus,  for  instance,  Isa.  35:7:  It 
turned  the  parched  ground  into  pools  of 
waters,  made  the  habitations  of  dragons  to 
become  places  of  grass  and  reeds  and  rushes  ; 
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made  wildernesses  to  hud  and  blossom  as 
the  rose.  It  wrought  this  change  among 
as  in  the  utmost  isles  of  the  Gentiles. 
We  ought  to  compare  our  present  privi- 
leges with  the  state  of  our  forefathers,  be- 
fore the j  knew  this  blessed  object,  and 
we  will  find  it  owing  to  the  glory  of  the 
cross  of  Christ  that  we,  who  are  met  here 
to-day  to  worship  the  living  God,  in  order 
to  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  him,  are  not 
worshipping  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  or  sa- 
crificing to  idols. 

But  the  chief  effects  of  the  cross  of 
Christ,  and  which  show  most  of  its  glory, 
are  its  inward  effects  on  the  souls  of 
men.  There  (as  was  before  hinted)  it 
makes  a  new  creation ;  Christ  is  formed 
in  them,  the  source  and  the  hope  of 
glory  :  this  is  a  glorious  workmanship  • 
the  image  of  God  on  the  soul  of  man 
But,  since  these  effects  of  the  cross  of 
Christ  are  secret,  and  the  shame  put  upon 
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it  ofttimes  too  public,  and  since  human 
nature  is  so  much  influenced  by  example ; 
it  will  be  useful  to  take  such  a  view  of  the 
honor  done  to  this  object  as  may  arm  us 
against  the  bad  example  of  stupid  un- 
believers. 

The  cross  of  Christ  is  an  object  of  such 
incomparable  brightness  that  it  spreads  a 
glory  round  it  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  all  the  corners  of  the  universe,  all 
the  generations  of  time,  and  all  the  ages  of 
eternity.  The  greatest  actions  or  events 
that  ever  happened  on  earth,  filled  with 
their  splendor  and  influence  but  a  moment 
of  time  and  a  point  of  space  ;  the  splendor 
of  this  great  object  fills  immensity  and 
eternity.  If  we  take  a  right  view  of  its 
glory,  we  will  see  it  contemplated  with 
attention,  spreading  influence  and  attract- 
ing looks  from  times  past,  present,  and  to 
come  ;  heaven,  earth,  and  hell ;  angels, 
saints,  devils    We  will  see  it  to  be  both 
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the  object  of  the  deepest  admiration  of 
the  creatures,  and  the  perfect  approbation 
of  the  infinite  Creator ;  we  will  see  the 
best  part  of  mankind,  the  Church  of  God 
for  four  thousand  years,  looking  forward 
to  it  before  it  happened ;  new  generations 
yet  unborn  rising  up  to  admire  and  honor 
it,  in  continual  successions,  till  time  shall 
be  no  more  ;  innumerable  multitudes  of 
angels  and  saints  looking  back  to  it  with 
holy  transport,  to  the  remotest  ages  of 
eternity.  Other  glories  decay  by  length 
of  time  ;  if  the  splendor  of  this  object 
change  it  will  be  only  by  increasing. 
The  visible  sun  would  spend  his  beams 
in  process  of  time,  and  as  it  were,  grow 
dim  with  age  ;  this  object  hath  a  rich 
stock  of  beams,  which  eternity  can  not  ex- 
haust. If  saints  and  angels  grow  m 
knowledge,  the  splendor  of  this  object 
will  be  still  increasing ;  'tis  unbelief  that 
intercepts  its  beams ;  unbelief  takes  place 
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only  on  earth,  there  is  no  such  thing  in 
heaven  or  in  hell.  It  will  be  a  great  part 
of  future  blessedness,  to  remember  the  ob- 
ject that  purchased  it;  and  of  future 
punishment,  to  remember  the  object  that 
offered  deliverance  from  it.  It  will  add 
life  to  the  beams  of  love  in  heaven,  and 
make  the  flames  of  hell  burn  fiercer ;  its 
beams  will  not  only  adorn  the  regions 
of  light,  but  pierce  the  regions  of  dark- 
ness ;  it  will  be  the  desire  of  the  saints 
in  light,  and  the  great  eye-sore  of  the 
Prince  of  Darkness  and  his  subjects. 

Its  glory  produces  powerful  effects 
wherever  it  shines  ;  they  who  behold  this 
glory  are  transformed  into  the  same  image, 
(2  Cor.  3  :  18.)  An  Ethiopian  may  look 
long  enough  to  the  visible  sun  before  it 
change  his  black  color;  but  this  does 
it  :  it  melts  cold  and  frozen  hearts,  it 
breaks  stony  hearts,  it  pierces  ada- 
mants, it  penetrates  through  thick  dark- 
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ness.  How  justly  is  it  called  marvel 
lous  light  ?  (1  Tet.  2:9.)  It  gives  eyes 
to  the  blind  to  look  to  itself,  and  not  on- 
V  to  the  blind,  but  to  the  dead  ;  it  is  the 
fight  of  life,  a  powerful  light,  its  energy 
is  beyond  the  force  of  thunder  ;  and  it 
is  more  mild  than  the  dew  on  the  tender 
grass. 

But  it  is  impossible  fully  to  describe 
all  its  effects,  unless  we  could  fully  reckon 
up  all  the  spiritual  and  eternal  evils  it 
prevents,  all  the  riches  of  grace  and  glory 
it  purchases,  and  all  the  divine  perfec- 
tions it  displays.  It  has  this  peculiar  to 
it,  that  as  it  is  full  of  glory  itself,  it  com- 
municates glory  to  all  that  behold  it 
aright ;  it  gives  them  a  glorious  robe  of 
righteousness  ;  their  God  is  their  glory ; 
it  calls  them  to  glory  and  virtue ;  it  gives 
them  the  spirit  of  God  and  of  glory ;  it 
gives  them  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
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glory  here,  and  an  exceeding  great  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory  hereafter. 

It  communicates  a  glory  to  all  other 
objects,  according  as  they  have  any  rela- 
tion to  it ;  it  adorns  the  universe  ;  it  gives 
a  lustre  to  nature,  and  to  providence  ;  it 
is  the  greatest  glory  of  this  lower  world, 
that  its  Creator  was  for  a  while  its  inhab- 
itant ;  a  poor  landlord  thinks  it  a  lasting 
honor  to  his  cottage  that  he  has  once 
lodged  a  prince  or  emperor ;  with  how 
much  more  reason  may  our  poor  cottage, 
this  earth,  be  proud  of  it  that  the  Lord  of 
glory  was  its  tenant  from  his  birth  to  his 
death  ;  yea,  that  he  rejoiced  in  the  habi- 
table parts  of  it  before  it  had  a  beginning, 
even  from  everlasting.     (Pro v.  8  :  31.) 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  world  that  He  who 
formed  it,  dwelt  on  it ;  of  the  air,  that  he 
breathed  in  it ;  of  the  sun,  that  it  shone 
on  him  ;  of  the  ground,  that  it  bore  him ; 
of  the  sea,  that  he  walked  on  it ;  of  the 
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elements,  that  they  nourished  him  ;  of 
the  waters,  that  they  refreshed  him;  of 
us  men,  that  he  lived  and  died  among 
us ;  yea,  that  he  lived  and  died  for  us  ; 
that  he  assumed  our  flesh  and  blood,  and 
carried  it  to  the  highest  heavens,  where 
it  shines  as  the  eternal  ornament  and 
wonder  of  the  creation  of  Grocl.  It  gives 
also  a  lustre  to  providence  ;  it  is  the 
chief  event  that  adorns  the  records  of 
time,  and  enlivens  the  history  of  the  uni- 
verse ;  it  is  the  glory  of  the  various  great 
lines  of  providence,  that  they  point  at  this 
as  their  centre  ;  that  they  prepared  the 
way  for  its  coming ;  that  after  its  coming 
they  are  subservient  to  the  ends  of  it, 
though  in  a  way  indeed  to  us  at  present 
mysterious,  and  unsearchable;  thus  we 
know  that  they  either  fulfill  the  promises 
of  the  crucified  Jesus,  or  his  threatenings ; 
and  show  either  the  happiness  of  receiv- 
ing him,  or  the  misery  of  rejecting  him. 
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